
1st Zurich Massassauga Canoe Trip, 2011 
Three Legged Lake, Spider Lake Clear Lake Loop 

  
Participants: Bill, Janice, Jurgen, Steve, Mark, 
Sheila, Mary, Kelly, Jackie, Beth 
Distance:  38.5 km; 2,335m in 7portages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fri. May 6/11:  9 km; 320m in 1 portage. Bill:    Janice and I were up at 3am to get 
ready to leave for 4am. Got the call from Jurgen and we left. We met Mark, Sheila, Kelly, 
and Mary at Tim Horton’s in Wingham. Steve, Jurgen, Jackie and Beth showed up 
shortly after and we left around 5am. We stopped a couple of times trying to find 
breakfast in a restaurant, not fast food and each time the restaurants were closed. We 
went as far as Swift canoe on hwy400 and saw a restaurant there at the turn off. Had a 
really good home cooked breakfast and went to the Swift canoe store for fuel bottles. 
They didn’t have any, so we bought some maps of the park and headed for Mactier. We 
found 1 litre fuel cans at the hardware store and Janice bought more cough candies with 
vitamin C for the people with colds. It has been a long time since we were on the old 69 
highway. We made our way back to hwy400. We went to Oastler Lake Provincial Park 
and self registered for the trip. Drove to the put-in on 3 Legged Lake and were on the 
water at 11:15am. It started to rain then. We canoed to the first 320m portage and had 

lunch at the end of it. The water was running 
down the hill at the end of the portage. We 
canoed around the point and into the bay 
where site 9 is to check it out for the way out. 
We made our way to camp16 and Mark, 
Sheila, Mary, and Kelly landed there to stay 
the night.  Janice and I stopped and checked 
out their site with them. The rest went to site 
17 to camp, we caught up and arrived at 
3:15pm; nice site, with lots of room. Set up 
the tarp for the rain over the picnic table and 
with camp set up the sun decided to shine 

through. Jurgen and the scouts got firewood and the fire going. We hung things out to dry 
and changed into dry clothes. The leaders had steak, roasted garlic and broccoli and herb 
rotini, and herb and garlic fried mushrooms and onions with delicious rice crispy squares 
as dessert.  Walked down the trail and yelled at the other group and they were fine. I 
didn’t see a fire or smoke though. They should have had some scouts with them. All 
cleaned up and put away and talked while the sun went down. 



 
Sat. May 7/11:   9.5 km; 255m in 2 portages, plus 3.5 km side trip 795m in 2 portage 
trails.  Janice:  I woke in the night and got up for a nightly stroll. It was so very foggy. I 
had to add some socks and tighten up my hood, as I was chilled. I never heard anything 
else until morning. We had a great oatmeal breakfast and then packed up. We walked 

down to the end of our point and sang Happy 
Birthday to Kelly. Our song rang out over the 
water and I’m sure she truly appreciated it! We 
were on the water by 9:55. Mark, Sheila, Mary 
and Kelly were waiting for us when we put-in. 
Beth guided us on our trip and we turned south 
at site 21. It was very pretty in the narrows and 
the water was just like glass. We originally 
planned on portaging into Clear Bay and then 
into Clear Lake, but we changed our minds 
and did the shorter 2 portages into Frog Lake 
90m and then 165m into Clear Lake. We tried 

to avoid the wind and had lunch on the 165m portage. Some had grilled cheese and some 
wraps and some bagels. We met a couple day-tripping and they talked a bit and carried 
on. We are on Clear Lake at 1:24pm. We canoed to the portage to Clear Bay and walked 
the portage to have a look. Mark, Sheila, Kelly and Mary stayed at site 33 and we left to 
canoe to our site 34. It is a nice site with a rock front. The only trouble we had was the 
wind coming across the lake. It was good if you could find a quiet spot to sit. We set up 
and the other gang came and all left to do the portage into Vanderdasson Bay; except 
Jackie and I. Bill paddled Sheila in the bow there and Beth back. I finished setting up the 
insides of our tent and then Jackie and I relaxed a little, started the fire, and sawed wood. 
A wind tarp was set up and we set to preparing supper. Supper was smoked chops, garlic 
herb potatoes, carrots, and chocolate pudding with dream whip. Yummy! Nice evening; 
the spring peepers are singing so, so loud and the fire is warm. A good day! 
 
Sun. May 8/11:  11.5 km; 645m in 1 portage.  Bill:   Happy Mother’s Day Janice and 
Mom! Happy Birthday Jay! We were up at 6:30am and packed up a lot of our stuff. 

Jurgen was out looking at the loud honking 
geese that thought it was good idea to sit 
beside our site and honk away in the night. 
We had pancakes and bacon for breakfast and 
were on the water at 9:35am. We waited for 
the other group at the point before the 645m 
portage. We got to the portage @10:25 and 
did it in 2 carries. There was one wet spot and 
the rest was good. It was hard to follow when 
walking with the canoe on top, because you 
couldn’t see the yellow and blue ribbons. The 
trail was defused and covered with last year’s 

leaves. We had a snack at the end and carried on. We had lunch at site 24 and it is a very 
nice site, high up. We had wraps and pumped water and then left. Went up through the 



narrows and then Janice and I went down to site 17 to look for my dry pants. We didn’t 
find them and it turned out that they were in the bottom of my pack, outside of my liner. 

We paddled and met the group at site 7 @ 
3:00pm.  Site 7 had a nice rock front, but was 
a very wet site. The picnic table was being 
used as a bridge from the rock front to the 
tent sites. Mark, Sheila, Kelly and Mary set 
up there and then came to have supper and 
enjoy our campfire. We had tuna steaks with 
lemon pepper and onions, and a noodle and 
vegetable meal with dark chocolate for 
dessert. The fire was warm and we enjoyed 
talking for the evening. The other group left 
at 9:30 and we finished up and went to bed at 

10pm. The air is warmer tonight and there are lots of peeping frogs in the area. 
 
Mon. May 9/11: 5 km; 320m in 1 portage.  Janice:  We are up early and pack up the 
inside of the tent. Today’s breakfast is oatmeal. We are ready and so is the other group 

and we left the site at 8:50 am. It is a nice 
day and we enjoy the paddle to the 320m 
portage into Three Legged Lake. The 
portage goes smoothly; everyone is a pro at 
it now. We paddle our last bit past the island 
and around the point to where our cars 
await. We load up and get the canoes tied 
on. It is time for payment to a challenge. 
The girls are going swimming off the dock. 
Kelly, Beth and Jackie take a leap off the 
pier and obviously it is not enough for them, 
because they do it again. Mark joins in and 

has a dip just for fun. The rest of us enjoy watching. When everyone is finished changing 
we head towards home and back to the 400 
and the restaurant at the Swift turn off. We 
say our goodbyes and Mark, Sheila, Kelly, 
and Mary are going home by way of 
Toronto. We head to Cookstown and say 
good-bye to Jurgen, Steve, Jackie and Beth 
at the Tim Hortons in Wingham. Thanks for 
the great trip! Everyone was prompt and 
excited and we worked well as a team. 
Hopefully I won’t have such a yucky cold. 
Looking forward to the next time! 


