
Lake Superior Provincial Park 
 Mijinemungshing Lake, Belanger Lake Route,  

And Gamitagama Lake. 
 
Participants: Janice and Bill 
Total distance:  38.2 km with 3,580m in 10 portages. 
Being a late fall trip we decided to camp close to the 
start of each loop and then canoe around. It made for a 
very flexible trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sat. Oct. 18/08:   Janice:  1.3 km, 0 portages. We left Bayfield at 12:50am and arrived in Sudbury at 
6:30am. The weather predictions call for a low of -2 or -3 degrees in Wawa. It is -4 in Sudbury and 
there is a good frost on the parked cars, and especially on anything around the foggy lakes. It’s a nice 
day already, crisp and sunny. We had breakfast at Gloria’s Restaurant in Sudbury. It was good. We 
spent from 10:30 till 11am buying gas and coffee in Sault Ste. Marie. We checked out the Lake 
Superior Park visitor center, which is closed and we looked at the beach. There are many beautiful 
scenic views along the highway and we stopped to take pictures of Superior. Sinclair Rd; the road to 
Agawa Rock Pictographs was closed (off season). The Sand River trail was open and we explored the 
falls. We turned off at Gargantua Road and had a look at the self registration booth and the portage to 
Slievert Lake. Off to Mijinemungshing Road to self register and start our trip. After checking out the 
old registration building and a bit of lunch, we put in at 3:45pm. We paddled to the first big island, the 
site on the southeast side (4pm). We walked to the southern point following the trail and many tent 
pads to the site behind us. There are 2 wood outlined sand tent pads and 2 reinforcing walls on our 
site. The site behind us has 1 sand pad. It reminds me of some of the sites on the northwest side of 
Algonquin, where they have put in stairs and tent pads. The scenery is nice, almost 2/3 of the leaves 
are gone from the trees and the ones that are left are yellow and mostly a bronzy orange. Some green 
pines, spruces and hemlocks stand out amongst these. Only one other light brightens this lake and he is 
camped on the island south of us. It’s cold, we’ve had supper, a tea and to bed early to make up for the 
all night drive.  
Sun. Oct. 19/08:  Bill:   After we went to bed there was a strange noise, like an animal running past 
our tent and becoming startled. We are eating breakfast at 9:30am and are trying to decide if we are 
going for a day trip or not. We had a gusty wind all night and it has clouded over, but we haven’t had 
any rain yet. It is 8 degrees C, but the wind feels cold. A beaver has been coming to this site and he 
has been clearing out an area of what looks like silver birches with a reddish tinge to them. We had 
oatmeal with apple and cinnamon for breakfast. We are going to wait an hour and see what the 
weather brings. Well the hour turned into all day, with gusty winds and then later on in the afternoon it 
began to rain. We did go for a walk on the island in the afternoon and found where the beaver lodge 



was on the northwest side. It is a real busy beaver because it is cutting down trees all over. I had put 4 
large branches that were cut down on the trail to the thunder-
box out on the beach so we wouldn’t trip over them and three 
of them were gone in the morning. We saw a grouse at the top 
of the hill and it slowly went away and hid again. We made it 
over to the other 2 campsites at the northwest end of the island 
and one is closed to camping either for rehabilitation or 
because it is kind of close to the beaver lodge. We saw the 
hunter that is camped across from us and I don’t think he is 
having any luck because we haven’t heard any gunfire today. 
We changed the location of our shelter so that it was out of the 
wind more and we spent the rest of the day reading. We had a 
stuffed cabbage meal for supper and it is 8:00pm and we are 
all cleaned up and things put away. It won’t be long and we 
will go to bed. It is still variable rain but the wind has died 
down a lot. 
Mon. Oct. 20/08:  Janice:  4.6 km, 390m in 1 portage. It 
rained in the night and the sky was black. We woke to 
rain/sun. A helicopter flew over us and landed in the lake off 
the east side of our island. We watched and wondered what he 

was doing and then he took off heading back northward towards where he came from. We left our big 
site at 10:55 and paddled around the islands to the south of us and then we left. It would have been 
nice to stay and explore the bays and islands but we have to move on, unfortunately we lost our 
exploring day due to the weather. We landed at 11:30 and loaded the car and headed to Gamitigama 
Road. As we were leaving we noticed one of the canoes the ministry has stored there blew off the rack 
in the winds that we had yesterday, it was a dumoine, hanging on by a chain and lock. The 
Gamitigama Road is single lane and rough and there is only a limited amount of parking there. There 
is no self registration at this access. We travelled farther south to Gargantua Road and parked in the 
small parking space by the portage to the Belanger Lake Canoe Route. We started to portage the 390m 
trail at 12:55. We took a load over and sorted out our food and then took the last load. The trail is 

uphill except for the sharp descent at the end. 
Slievert Lake is nice with hills on each side. The 
colours would have been beautiful, but pretty 
well all the leaves that were left blew off in the 
winds we had yesterday. Evergreens line the 
shoreline and deciduous trees go up the ridges. 
Bright yellow tamaracks stand out along the 
way. We are camped at the portage site on 
Slievert Lake at 2:25. The portage runs between 
our tent and kitchen area and I’d say there is 
only room for 2 tents. Supper was good, turkey, 
stuffing, corn and gravy, rice krispie squares for 
dessert. We have a grouse in the bush behind us. 
He has been thumping his wings all evening. 
We should sleep well tonight with the sound of 

a babbling brook at our head. It’s 6:45 and the light is disappearing fast. 



Tues. Oct. 21/08:  Bill:   11 km, 2,380m in 6 portages. We awoke to a clear sky at 8:30am. We had 
bacon and pancakes for breakfast and the temperature on our thermometer read -4degrees C. You 
could tell it was cold because Janice had 7 layers of shirts and sweaters and jackets on. We got our 
chores done and did a day trip to Belanger Lake and back. We started the 320m portage to Dead 
Moose Lake at 11:15 from our campsite. There are a lot of roots at the start and then it’s rocky for the 
rest. The leaves on the ground made the walking soft and a bit slippery. We paddled Dead Moose 
Lake, which gets shallow and weedy at the north end. The bottom of the lake is really soft where the 
weeds are and we figure that’s how the lake got its name because a moose could get stuck in there. We 
saw fresh moose tracks on the 320m portage to Connell Lake. We paddled Connell Lake and had 

lunch at 12:30 at the portage to Belanger Lake. There 
is a small campsite there. The 500m portage to 
Belanger Lake started off with a heck of a hill for half 
the portage, then a plateau and then down a bit to the 
lake. You can see bits of red and green plastic on 
some of the rocks like some people drag their canoes, 
but I don’t think that is any easier and it sure is hard 
on the canoes; must be rentals. We were at Belanger 
Lake at 1:30pm. We paddled around the lake and the 
first site on the right (east) side had room for 2 tents 
and was small, but it was well used. The 2nd site up 
the east shore was up a path to a clearing, but it was 
pretty rustic and starting to grow over. The 3rd site on 
the island had room for 3 or 4 tents and it was flat and 

clear on top. It was the most used site. We started the portage back to Connell Lake at 3pm and found 
that all the portages were generally downhill. We were back at our campsite on Slievert Lake at 
4:10pm. We had spaghetti for supper and it was down to 0 degrees at 6pm. The sky is clear and there 
is no wind, so it is going to be a colder night tonight. We have a little fire going again and it helps.  
Wed. Oct. 22/08:  Janice:  5.3 km, 660m in 2 portages. I was up in the night at 1:30am. I was cold so 
I put on an extra pair of wool socks and an extra fleece shirt. It was -8 degrees when we checked at 
8:30 in the morning. Everything is frozen, the ground, the little bit of water we left in a jug and our 
water pump. Usually we take that with us under the vestibule, but we forgot; not that it would have 

made that much difference. The morning slowly 
warmed up, it was -6 by breakie and -4 when we 
were taking the tent down. We left at 11:15 and it 
had warmed up to 0 degrees in the sun. It is good 
there was no wind, brrr. We paddled across the far 
west side of Slievert Lake in the warm sun. When 
we got to the portage 11:25, a grouse was enjoying 
the sun as well. I took several pictures and then we 
carried across the trail. There were big moose tracks 
frozen in the muck by the boardwalk. I find it all too 
fascinating how the soft mud freezes and forces the 
water out and then it freezes in ribbons creating 
what looks like beautiful flowers or sculptures. Bill 
and I got to talking and discovered that after we 

went to bed we both heard the clip; clop; clip of what we figured was moose hooves on the rocks in 



the little creek behind us. I had heard rustling as well and decided that it must be branches rubbing on 
the tarp; but maybe not…. We went to Rabbit Blanket Campground and ate lunch and had a shower. 
At 3:15pm we started the portage to Gamitagama Lake. The 150m portage was a good climb and 
seemed much longer than 150m. Bill had it on the GPS and it read 270m, a fair bit of difference. There 
were many little pale grey butterflies with dark grey splotchy stripes on their rounded wings. We had 
seen many of these on the Belanger Lake portage as well. We had a lovely paddle on a still lake and 
we camped at the island site half way across the lake. There is room for about 3 or 4 tents and it is well 
used. It’s another cold night -4 at 7:40. We decided to hit the hay early rather than adding more layers 
of clothing. I read for a while until I was too cold and stiff to read anymore. Just before I packed it in I 
heard some peeping and a loud splash as if some animal jumped into the lake. It is otherwise quiet; 
however, you can faintly hear the highway. 
Thurs. Oct. 23/08:  Bill:  13 km, 0 portages. We woke up and ran out just before the sun came out and 
saw a beautiful red sky. We took warning and went back to bed. We got up at 8:30. The first thing I 

did was look out across the lake 
and I saw a moose swimming right 
towards our island site. I ran and 
told Janice she better come out and 
see the moose swimming and I 
grabbed the camera to take 
pictures. There were 2 moose 
swimming towards us, a mom and 
a young one. They got to about 30 
feet from shore before they saw us 
and then they turned around and 
started swimming back at a quicker 
pace. They reached the other side 
and slipped back into the bay they 
came out of. I guess you could say 
we woke up to a hunter’s dream. 
We had fruit compote for breakfast 
and did the chores, its -6 on the 

thermometer. We intended to day trip down to Old Woman Lake and we left the site at 11:15. We 
paddled down the bay behind us as our clear sky clouded over. We went down through the narrows 
and before we got to the 1st portage the water had frozen over. We thought it was just ripples on the 
water so we weren’t paying attention and didn’t think it was ice until we hit it. We went back to our 
island and checked out an old unused campsite on the south end.  We were back at our campsite and 
had lunch at 12:15. At the time it looked like we were going to get rain so I set up our tarp and by the 
time I was done we had a nice blue sky again. So much for the sailor take warning red sky this 
morning. We are just going to paddle Gamitagama Lake for the afternoon and we were back on the 
water at 1:40pm. We paddled to the east end and along the way we saw a cormorant, a bald eagle, a 
raven, and a beaver. There was ice again in the narrows at the east end. There is a beaver lodge and the 
Anjigami River is dammed up. It is quite a bit lower than the lake. We went back along the north shore 
and where the moose crossed it was 400m from our camp to here, according to the GPS.  We saw the 
hoof prints in the mud where they crossed the point of land into the bay. We checked the other 2 
campsites out and the one on the north shore with the beach was nice in the sun, but it was rustic. The 
one closer to the portage on the south side was small but well used. Too bad somebody decided to 



blaze the trees for no good reason. We stopped at the dock and went down the trail to the car for more 
fuel. The trail must be the old portage which is about 150m. It goes along the edge of a ravine and 
there also is a 15 foot deep square hole in the rock with some construction fence around it. I can see 
why they rerouted the trail for risk management. We were back at our site at 5pm and had couscous 
for supper along with some soup. We got the chores done by 7:30 and are enjoying a small fire and 
Janice finished her book. I am going to do some reading too. 
Fri. Oct. 24/08:  Janice:  3 km, 150m in 1 portage. We woke to an overcast sky. It was -2 degrees C 

in our tent when we woke, a much warmer night. We 
packed and ate bacon and cream of wheat. A bald 
eagle flew across the lake and the sun tried to shine. It 
has warmed up to 2 degrees at 10:20. We left the site 
and headed back across the calm lake at 10:50. We 
finished the portage at 11:50. We met the only other 
canoeist that we saw on Mijin Lake. He was heading 
out but first he was looking at the park before he left. 
He said he wondered where we had gone to. After a 
pleasant talk we headed out for a picnic lunch at 
Rabbit Blanket, a shower, and some sight seeing. We 
are staying at White Fang Motel south of Wawa and 
will head home tomorrow. 


