Spanish River
East Branch, Duke Laketo Agnew L ake

Participants: Bill and Janice

Total Distance: 145 Km. with 300m in 2
portages, 1 lift over and lots of walking and
lining.

Fri. Aug. 11/06: Janice. We left Goderich at 3:30pm and took the back way
through Tara to Tobermory arriving at 6:15. Wesatpper and looked around. The ferry
was scheduled to leave at 7:30, but it was laten ¢élrough the lake was smooth. We saw
a couple of porcupines along the road (one was)deatia fox. We arrived at Agnew
Lake Lodge at 11:45pm; no one was up, SO we shetbia car.

Sat. Aug 12/06: 16.5 Km. Bill was up at 6 and | was up at 7am. We left Agnew latke
8:30. Gary was going to shuttle our car. We hadkfest enroute and gassed up the car.
We drove down Duke Lake Road to the end, unloakedar, thanked Gary and watched
as he drove off. We loaded up the canoe and Bifldekpush a motor boat off a trailer
into the lake. He came out plucking leaches offisflegs. We paddled south on Duke
Lake at 12:30. The lake is smooth and the sun brighl: The canoe is sluggish with all
the gear, but once we got it moving it keep goirgty good. We saw lots of fishing
boats with people fishing. We had lunch at 1:30gmwa drifted the last bit of Duke
Lake. We saw the pictographs ifi Bake in the bay off to the east, right after yotiee

the lake. We tried to see the campsites along the lut we did not see the one on the
point on 7" Lake. We could hear the falls on the right shdterahat, but it was more

like a trickle and we couldn’t see it for all trealves on the trees. The campsite on the
east as we went froni"@_ake to §' Lake had about 4 fishing boats at it and theydad
chain saw going to cut all the wood they could $ée.picked the small campsite after
that on the west side i"3.ake. They stopped making noise shortly after.réhe no

real level spot here and it is not overly used,ibwis 4:45 and we didn’t want to paddle
any further. As it was we went 16km and we are gémhave to slow down to make the
trip last a week. We set up camp after having semaeks and we had a mushroom rice
meal with hamburg and carrots. Saw some moosesti@okg the edge of the water. We
had a small fire and watched shooting stars dowthéyvater’s edge. Bed at 11:00.
Sun. Aug. 13/06: 15 Km. Slept great last night! Woke up once bseduvas cold;
covered up and slept in till 8:30am. There weretaf baby toads here hopping all over.
Oatmeal and raisins for breakfast and we were envtiter at 11:30am. Paddled to the
camp site at"8lake on the east side and had lunch at 12:10. $lieeAfter lunch we had
a head wind. We noticed a campsite at the bend 3fteake that was not on the
Chrismar Adventure Map. We went under the bridgthefMarquette Logging Road.




The swifts were shallow and we just skimmed over &t 1% Lake we looked at Snake
Rapids coming in on the right, but it didn’t loakd there was much water coming in
from there. There is another site marked but nahemmap at the point just ahead of the
one marked on the west side &fllake. We paddled, walked, and lined Drive Road
Rapids which Kevin Callan’s book called Scenic Rapit is a boulder garden and no
good routes through it at this water level. Dids€e the broken canoe on the rocks, but
we did see a crunched aluminium row boat up ondbks. We camped on thé& 1
campsite on the east side of Expanse Lake at Blig@.site with flat places for tents. We
had a wade in the shallow water and had a good tmsool off. No toads here. Two
beavers kept busy out in the lake after we hadeupiphas clouded over and it is trying
to rain, but nothing hard yet. We are in the te¢r&:a80pm.

Mon. Aug. 14/06: 17 Km. Janice. We woke to an overcast day and as we were getting
ready and packing it began to rain, sometimes daddsometimes just a drizzle, just
enough to be a bother. We heard what sounded ldea®ger cub crying just off the point
when we were packing up, but there was no sighwhen | peeked out of the tent. We
left the site at 9:45 am. it was still drizzlingdaraining off and on and continued to do so
until about noon. I couldn’t help but think abowtgp Bill as | was paddling along; the
guy somersaulted right out of the hammock lasttigheard a really funny noise and a
big thud. He was a little slow moving after thaif be now says it did his back wonders.
We stopped and took a few pictures of the falls ¥2d@wn the right shore on Expanse
Lake. We started with a calm lake, but we haveeguckp a head wind. | thought the lake
would have whipped up some waves, but it wasn’t b¥ée stopped and had lunch at
12pm, just after the first swift at the end of thke. The Kingfisher Swifts would have
been a lot more fun if we had more water; 3 inahesld have been lots. We ran some;
ground over some; and walked some. We checkedeudite on the island at the Forks;
too many mosquitoes! We noted the railway trackstaought about the train we've
heard for almost the whole trip so far. We ranfirst set of swifts and were delighted to
see water in the river! We ran Upper Athlone Rajaidd got out at the top of the Lower
set to discover the campsite is at the end of thieage..so, we ran these too. We are
camped here at 3pm. We carried up to the site drhwe hauled the canoe out of the
river, there were 3 leeches stuck on the bottorh ¥he weather has cleared and we
have had a good afternoon and evening on a lovtelypg the rapids. It's been nice. It
almost seems like when we started the water leaslup. It was right up to the grass line
and we feel like our levels have dropped a lotesiwe started. | hope the levels don’t get
any lower, it won't be as fun.

Tues. Aug.15/06: 36 Km. Bill: We were up at 7:50 and a little slow getting o water
because we had to deal with the rain. We had 4pogage past our campsite and then a
half an hour later a young couple and an older leoapd a dog. We were on the water at
10:30 and we had drizzle and rain and then niceheeshroughout the day...so we kept
dressing up and dressing down. The river was fudottbday and we only scrapped the
bottom in a few places. About 3 places we had tik war canoe over gravel bars. We
stopped and took a picture of the Pogamasing Ciidedce was small falls cascading into
the river and we happened to notice a broken ho#t® creek-right halfway down the
falls. Next we ran Railway Rapids. There weretafglaces close by the railroad tracks
that there were piles of rocks in the middle of ilrer and we wondered if they were
anchors for the log booms in the old days. We savew working on the rail road tracks




and they stopped and moved on so the train tredfutd go again. At the place where
there are 2 tracks (just before Pogamasing), thvasea large group that is starting their
trip. I don’t know if they were with them, but wassed another 2 canoes that had 3 girls
in one canoe with the center girl sitting in thatee thwart and a guy in the other canoe
with a sealine bag wide open. They are going tdlbew for Thurs. We saw an orange
marker on shore and behind that a tree with a squale cut out at the base of it. We
figured it might be for someone’s stash or cacheak quite a change to see so many
canoes today, but we ended up passing everybamheaime or another. We passed the
Barrie Canoe Club at the Cliff Rapids campsite whee had hoped to stay, so we ended
up in Spanish Lake at the first campsite on thétmend. We were here at 5:30pm and set
up camp and hurried with our camp chores to enith tipe tent at 9:30pm. It was nice to
be in the tent with no mosquitoes. It is like thed a fresh hatch of them and they were
hungry.

Wed. Aug.16/06: 15 Km. Janice:. We woke to a misty morning and watched the birds
playing and the fish jumping out in the lake. As pazked the last few things and got
ready to leave the family in the blue canoes wgniur site. | could hear someone trying
to decide if they were in Spanish Lake or not. Washy bit before the lake is not the
same as the map; it has grown in and changed someWk left at 9:45 and the sun is
out and the day is perfect for paddling. We cheakatdZig Zag Rapids and decided to go
for it. This is where we passed the blue canoemaghe water is a bit low, but we
canoed all of the rapids and swifts. It was fuming from one side of the river to the
other. There were lots of gravel bars, but we pidke deeper channels. It was fun! We
had lunch at 12 at the Elbow and as we were leat@dplue canoe family arrived. We
had a chat and left them loading their vehicle.d\kthe first part of Graveyard Rapids
and portaged the next set. There was a drop &ntheNext came a swift and then a
100m portage RL around Big Graveyard Rapids. Theze3 sites here; one at the rapids,
and one RR (nicer), and one at the Cascades. Wectap to this site rather than doing
the lift-over. The rocks in the Cascades are vetipotved into rounded pockets. There
was a break in the ledge on RR, could we have stiuwokigh there? Yes. This break was
only visible when you got closer to have a look Sd® site is rock and pines. The rocks
are tiered with only 2 tent sites up top. We did chwres and made biscuits for
tomorrow’s lunch. Into the tent at 9pm. Mosquitoes!

Thurs. Aug.17/06: 38.5 Km. Bill: Up at 5:45 and on the water at 7:40am. It waarele
when we first got up than now but canoeing throtighrising mist gives you a magical
timeless feeling. That feeling quickly left as weered the Agnes Rapids. It was a
boulder garden and we waded and lined the canoe ttmeugh the top 2 sets. My leg
got stuck between some boulders and | thoughtthata good way to break a leg. |

lifted it straight up to get out and all was fidanice was on her own and had to wade
through one spot almost crotch deep. We met they2 that passed at 6:30pm yesterday
at the end of these rapids. There were more rabidsthis that weren't marked on the
map. The rest of the rapids were all runnablewmihad to get out and wade over some
gravel bars and ledges. We were at Reynolds CiteEk 30 and had lunch. We had
planned to camp there but we felt it was too etrlgtop. We had more shallow water
down to Wakonassin River and we checked out tleetisére. It had a platform and frame
there to pull a tarp over for a camp. There was@mwivy on the trail going up the hill to
this site, so we chose to keep going. The restetampsites on the way out to Agnew




Lake were either too rustic or grassy which meatst df mosquitoes. The best one was
taken by a couple with a motor boat. We ended ugherast campsite at the narrows
where the log booms were anchored. No thunder-bgoad tree to hang a bear bag, but
the site is nice and open on a point with fewerguodses. We were here at 4:40pm. We
had a pleasant evening and were in the tent atDjothe after the mosquitoes came out.
Fri, Aug.18/06: 7.5 Km. Janice: We awoke to heavy fog which was lifted by thedim
we left at 10am. We paddled up to Picnic Point apdhe easterly side of Sutherland
Island rather than out in the larger part of thelaVe had a break and watched some
fishermen at the island. We took a picture of thef'&n aluminium canoe tied to a birch
on Sutherland Island’s south end. We paddled adrbesBig Bend and landed at Agnew
Lake Lodge at 11:45am. It was a great trip. We @dnalve liked higher water levels. We
were told by the people at Agnew Lodge that thesels were higher than last year. We
saw beavers, a little brown snake, loons, mergankengfishers, a bald eagle, and many
other birds. We caught the occasional glimpse etgs of a broken green canoe. There
was a lot of red, green, silver, blue, and yelle® dbn the rocks and gravel bars. The trip
did not take us as long as we planned. We did6t&nY2 days and we didn’t push
ourselves too hard.

Bill: Nice river trip. Would like to go back and do gaan when there is more water and
start at Biscotasi Lake. Next year it will cosbarore because the province will be
charging fees which means we would have had tapather $124.00 including a
reservation fee. | hope that the money they raoss glirectly to the protection of this
area and that | may be able to enjoy doing thatmetip some day.




